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earnings in the workforce; they won’t even be
able to hold their own.

So we have got to find ways to make it pos-
sible for our first generation Latin American
children, no matter how difficult their cir-
cumstances at home, to stay in school and to
go on to college and to get the message that
that is now the responsible thing to do for their
families because we don’t want them stuck in
a place where they can’t have a future. And
you’ve got to help us with that.

So I say again, let’s work on this and be
proud that you’re here. And know this, too, I
want you to be involved in the life of this coun-
try and the life of this administration and the
life of this party in a positive way, with your
ideas and your experience. We’re grateful for
your contributions, but your contributions
should also include not just a check but your
knowledge and your experience and what you
can do to prepare this country to go forward

as one America with opportunity for everybody,
with responsibility from everybody; coming to-
gether, not drifting apart; leading the world for
peace and freedom. That’s what I’m working
for, and tonight you have helped to make that
more possible.

And let me just say, finally—this is the last
thing I want to say—all my life I wanted to
dance with Rita Moreno—[laughter]—all my
life. And it only lasted 30 seconds, but it was
worth the trip.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:05 p.m. at the
Rainbow Room. In his remarks, he referred to
Lt. Gov. Betsy McCaughey Ross of New York;
Mark Green, New York City Public Advocate;
Miguel Lausel, Marife Hernandez, and Dennis
Rivera, event chairs; Judith Hope, State Demo-
cratic chair; and actress Rita Moreno.

Remarks on the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change and an Exchange With
Reporters in New York City
December 10, 1997

The President. I’m sorry about the rain. I’ll
make this brief, but I want to take a moment
before I leave to comment on the outcome of
the climate change negotiations that have just
been completed in Japan.

I am very pleased that the United States has
reached a truly historic agreement with other
nations of the world to take unprecedented steps
to address the global problem of climate change.
The agreement is environmentally strong and
economically sound. It reflects a commitment
by our generation to act in the interests of fu-
ture generations.

The United States delegation, at the direction
of the Vice President and with the very, very
skilled leadership of Under Secretary of State
Stu Eizenstat, showed the way. The momentum
generated by the Vice President’s visit helped
to move the negotiations, and I thank him very
much.

I’m particularly pleased that the agreement
strongly reflects the commitment of the United
States to use the tools of the free market to
tackle this problem.

There are still hard challenges ahead, espe-
cially in the area of involvement by the devel-
oping nations. It’s essential that they participate
in a meaningful way if we are to truly tackle
this problem. But the joint implementation pro-
visions of the agreement open the way to that
result. The industrialized nations have come to-
gether and taken a strong step, and that is real
progress.

Finally, I cannot say enough about the ex-
traordinary leadership of Prime Minister
Hashimoto. The people of Japan should be very
proud of the spirit and the work that their coun-
try’s leaders did to make this historic day pos-
sible.

Thank you very much.
Q. [Inaudible]
The President. No. No. And the agreement

we made is actually, because of the way the
details are worked out and what counts against
the total, even though we have committed to
a 7 percent reduction, it’s actually closer to our
original position than that indicates. We will
make some reduction. I think we can.
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We got what we wanted, which is joint imple-
mentation, emissions trading, a market-oriented
approach. I wish it were a little stronger on
developing nations’ participation. But we opened
the way, the only way we can get there, through
joint implementation of projects in those coun-
tries.

This is a very good agreement. It is going
to be possible for us to do this and grow our
economy. It is environmentally sound. It’s a
huge first step. And I did not dream when we
started that we could get this far. We should
be very, very proud of this.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 p.m. at John
F. Kennedy International Airport prior to his de-
parture for Miami, FL. In his remarks, he referred
to Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto of Japan.
The Kyoto Protocol to the Framework Convention
on Climate Change was agreed upon at the Third
Session of the Conference of the Parties to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change, held in Kyoto, Japan, December
1–10.

Statement on the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change
December 10, 1997

I am very pleased that the United States has
reached an historic agreement with other nations
of the world to take unprecedented action to
address global warming. This agreement is envi-
ronmentally strong and economically sound. It
reflects a commitment by our generation to act
in the interests of future generations.

No nation is more committed to this effort
than the United States. In Kyoto, our mission
was to persuade other nations to find common
ground so we could make realistic and achiev-
able commitments to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. That mission was accomplished. The
United States delegation, at the direction of Vice
President Gore and with the skilled leadership
of Under Secretary Stuart Eizenstat, showed the
way. The momentum generated by Vice Presi-

dent Gore’s visit helped move the negotiation
to a successful conclusion, and I thank him.

I am particularly pleased the agreement
strongly reflects the commitment of the United
States to use the tools of the free market to
tackle this difficult problem.

There are still hard challenges ahead, particu-
larly in the area of involvement by developing
nations. It is essential that these nations partici-
pate in a meaningful way if we are to truly
tackle this global environmental challenge. But
the industrialized nations have come together,
taken a strong step, and that is real progress.

Finally, let me thank Prime Minister
Hashimoto and the people of Japan for their
spirit and dedication to the task.

Presidential Citizens Medal Citation for Elinor Guggenheimer
December 10, 1997

For the past 50 years, Elinor Guggenheimer
has been a tenacious and effective champion
on behalf of America’s children. She began her
crusade by persuading New York City to assume
funding of Federal day care centers following
World War II. Later, as founding President of
the Child Care Action Campaign, she helped
to elevate day care to a national concern.
Throughout a lifetime of service, she has ex-

panded the focus of her advocacy and gener-
ously lent her talents to issues that confront
seniors, women, and consumers. Elly
Guggenheimer’s indomitable spirit and extraor-
dinary efforts to improve the lives of her fellow
citizens have helped to illuminate our common
path to a better America.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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